
Editorial Comment


While the Order is awaiting the approval of the Holy See for the official texts for the celebration of the Eucharist and the Office of Readings, the following booklet may serve as an interim supplement to the four volume Propers of the Order of St. Augustine published in 1976.  

This supplement is broadly based on the Latin document submitted to the Sacred Congregation. The introductions and prayers follow the form given in the study edition of the Sacramentary, published last year.  The lessons, however, have been taken from The Sermons of St. Thomas of Villanova or The Life of St. Augustine by Possidius, published by the Augustinian Press. Liturgical norms allow for substitutions in the second readings.

It is to be devoutly wished that approval of the liturgical texts will be given soon, but even after that, some time will be required to prepare the final English text and submit that for approval.

K.G.osa
New Feasts Introduced
into the Liturgical Calendar

of the Augustinian Family
Bl. Anselm Polanco



Feb. 7

Bl. Vincent Soler & companions (OAR)

May 5

Bl. Maria of St. Joseph (OAR)


May 7

Mary, Our Lady of Grace


May 8

Bl. Marie Catherine of St. Augustine

May 8

Bl. William Tirry




May 12

Mary, Our Lady of Help



May 13

Bl. Antony Patrizi



Oct. 9

Bl. Elias del Socco Nieves


Oct. 11
Bl. Maria Teresa Fasce



Oct. 12

St. Magdalene of Nagasaki


Oct 20
Old Feasts Now Celebrated 

With Higher Liturgical Ranking 
Bl. Josephine Mary (Memorial)


Jan. 23

Blessed Simon of Casica (Memorial)

Feb. 3

Bl. Helen of Udine (Memorial)


Apr. 23

Bls. Alypius & Possidius (Memorial)

May 16

Bls. Clement & Augustine (Memorial)

May 19

Bl. James of Viterbo (Memorial)


June 4

St. Clare of Montefalco
 (Feast)


Aug. 17
St. Alonso de Orozco
 (Memorial)

Sep.19 
February 7

BLESSED ANSELM POLANCO,
 BISHOP AND MARTYR

Anselm was a martyr of the Spanish Civil War. Anselm was a native of Buenavista de Valdaira in Palencia. Born there in 1881, he was ordained a priest in 1904.  As a young Augustinian he taught theology and educated young religious. He was elected prior provincial of the Province of the Philippines in 1932, and  was named bishop of Teruel and Albarracin in 1935.


When civil war broke out and Teruel was besieged, he chose not to go into hiding, but to remain in his diocese and share the fate of the rest of the population. Captured by the republicans in 1938, Anselm spent a year in prison and organized an intense life of prayer  with other detainees. On 7 February 1939 he was shot at Pont de Molins, Gerona, giving his life to defend the faith and the Church. 

From the common of one martyr

Second Reading

From a letter of St. Augustine to Bishop Honoratus

(The Life of St. Augustine by Possidius of Calama, chpt. 30)

Advice for a time of invasion and persecution

I thought that by sending your Grace a copy of the letter I had written to our brother and fellow bishop Quodvultdeus I would be relieved of the burden you were laying on me when you asked advice on your course of action in these perilous times.  In the letter I wrote: If even a tiny portion of God's people remains in the place where we are, then, since our ministry is so indispensable that even that tiny portion must not be deprived of it, we can only say to the Lord:  Be for us the God who protects and a fortified place (Ps. 31:3).  Let the ministers of Christ, then, the stewards of his word and sacrament, do as he commanded or permitted.

Let them by all means flee from town to town when someone of them is being especially sought by the persecutors, provided the others who are not being specially sought out do not abandon the Church but continue to supply their fellow servants with the food (Cf. Mt 24:45) without which, as they well know, they cannot survive. But when the danger extends to all alike, that is, to bishops and clergy and laity, those who need others may not be abandoned by those whom they need. In this case, either let everyone move to fortified positions or let those who must remain not be abandoned by those who supply their ministerial needs. Let them all alike survive or let them all alike suffer what the Father of the family wills them to suffer.  

If indeed they be destined to suffer, whether equally or unequally, it will become clear which of them are suffering for others. I mean those who might have fled and saved themselves from these evils but chose instead to remain and not abandon others in their need. This is the supreme proof of that love which John the Apostle urges upon us when he says: As Christ laid down his life for us, so we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren (1 Jn 3:16). 


Those who flee, or being unable to flee because prevented by their own interests are caught and made to suffer, evidently suffer in their own behalf and not in behalf of others. Those, on the other hand, who suffer because they were unwilling to abandon the brethren who needed them for their salvation as Christians undoubtedly lay down their lives for their brothers and sisters.
Responsory

When they hand you over

--Do not think about what you are to say.

--It is not you who speak but the Spirit of the Father who speaks in you.

--Do not think about what you are to say.

Prayer

God of heaven and earth,

you gave to Blessed Anselm

the grace to die for the Church.

By his intercession and example,

grant that, fortified by faith, hope, and love, 

we may spend our lives in the cause of peace and justice. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

May 5

BLESSED VINCENT SOLER, PRIEST, 
AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS

Memorial (OAR)


Between 25 July and 15 August 1936, seven friars from the Order of Augustinian Recollects, and a diocesan priest, sacrificed their lives for Christ in the streets of Motril, Granada, during the Spanish Civil War. Six of them had already dedicated long years to the missions in the Philippines, Brazil, and Venezuela. The seventh was a young friar of twenty-seven who entered the Order just two years earlier. 

With their prior Deogracias Palacios, the community chose to remain in Motril during the civil war in spite of the dangers involved. Brother Joseph Richard Diez, with the prior and three of his priests, Leo Inchausti, Joseph Rada, and Julian Moreno, died in a hail of bullets near the shrine of Our Lady, Patroness of Motril.  Vincent Pinilla was shot on the front steps of the Divine Shepherd church where he had taken refuge the night before with the pastor, Manuel Martin Sierra, who was also killed. Vincent Soler, a former prior general of the Order, was shot with eighteen other prisoners early on 15 August 1936.
From the common of several martyrs

Second Reading
From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on St. Roman, Martyr

(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons Part  6B Saints, pp. 156-57)
The glory of the martyrs

How glorious, how famous the martyrs became in the eyes of others because of their courage!  How much praise and glory they gained for themselves before the people!  If Stephen had not been stoned, Lawrence had not been roasted, Sebastian had not been pierced by arrows, Vincent had not been torn apart, they may well have remained forever obscure, nor would there be any commemoration of them by the Church. A hidden treasure does not shine out. 

By why do I speak of human glory?  Better to look to that heavenly glory. O good God! What voice, what tongue can relate what kind and how great a reward you have prepared for your martyrs?  Who could describe their glory and joy? I will say only this: if it were somehow possible for envy to befall the citizens of heaven, the the angels would certainly envy the peace of the holy martyrs.


O most glorious army of martyrs, O honored triumph of the holy soldiers!  How renowned and noble this brief suffering has made them in heaven and on earth! For they repaid God for the death which he suffered for all. They alone drank from his cup. They alone with the fire of indescribable love offered to their God that which is the greatest and most difficult thing of all, that is, to suffer and to die.  For this reason he adorned them above all the other saints with a wondrous crown.

Their confession of faith was also very much needed by the Church. For what one would think would diminish the Church, instead added to it. A few were killed and many gained life. Faith, worn down by torment like a grain of mustard seed (Mt 13:31), poured out its strength into many.


How much strength and energy the faith, hope and charity of the faithful received from the suffering of the martyrs! Who would now dare argue against the Christian faith and religion strengthened by the blood of so many thousands of witnesses? Who would fail to believe and hope in the reward of future life for which so many thousands of martyrs agreed to be slaughtered? For as Pope St. Gregory says, they would never have offered this life, which is so desired by all, so quickly unless they were convinced that there was a far better one.


But what example of charity do we see in them? What fire of love was in them for whom it seemed but a small thing to die for God? Learn from them, O Christian, learn love, learn courage, learn faith. Visit this school of the martyrs often, so that you may learn both love and the love of virtue. Understand what you may have to suffer for the glory of God in order not to offend the one whom you desire.

Responsory
The love of God is found in our hearts 

--Through the Holy Spirit who is given to us. (Alleluia)
And he took them to himself.
--Through the Holy Spirit who is given to us. (Alleluia)
Prayer

Ever-faithful God,

you continually enrich your Church

with the sublime gift of martyrdom.

Through the intercession of the martyrs

Blessed Vincent and his companions

grant us the grace to imitate their fidelity 
to the call of your Son

and to persevere in our determination until death.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
May 7

BLESSED MARIA OF SAINT JOSEPH, VIRGIN

Memorial (OAR)


In her life, Blessed Maria of Saint Joseph (Laura Alvarado Cardozo) combined the qualities of the gospel figures of Martha and Mary, harmoniously integrating work and prayer in her life.  Unable to join a cloistered convent, since her father would not allow her to leave Venezuela, Laura took a vow of virginity at the age of seventeen and dedicated herself to caring for the sick. Her example attracted other young women whom the people began to call “Samaritans.”


Laura formed a religious congregation with her little group, who were vested in the Augustinian habit on 11 February 1901. They became the Congregation of the Augustinian Recollect Sisters of the Heart of Jesus.


Deeply concerned for the poor and needy, she opened homes for abandoned orphan girls and elderly people. Her first orphanage was founded in Maracay in 1905. More than thirty homes quickly followed in a number of cities. During the day Laura was always at the side of the poor and the orphans but at night she would spend long hours before the Blessed Sacrament. Maria was born in Choroni, Aragua, in Venezuela on 25 April 1875 and died on 2 April 1967. 

From the common of virgins
Prayer
Ever-faithful God, you have given us in Blessed Maria of Saint Joseph a model of love
for abandoned orphans and the elderly.

Grant that, following her example,

we may see your Son, Jesus, in the poor and neglected and serve them with love.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

May 8

MARY, OUR LADY OF GRACE


From the moment of the angel’s greeting, “Hail, Mary, full of grace!” the Virgin Mary became our Mother of Grace. Insofar as she is Mother of the one true Mediator, Jesus, she is at the same time Mother of the source of all grace, Christ. The title, Our Lady of Grace, is the oldest title under which Mary has been venerated in the Augustinian Order, dating from the General Chapter of 1284.
From the common of the Blessed Virgin

Second Reading

From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons Part. 7: Marian, pp. 22-25,)

Hail Mary, full of grace

When any emperor wants to build a castle that is to be renowned throughout the world, he first sees to it that the castle is situated on high ground, and that there is plenty of water nearby. Then he lays solid foundations, upon which he erects the walls and the towers. Next, he provides abundant food, and supplies the other things necessary for a complete defense.  


Accordingly, God builds an exceeding high tower on earth, most rich and strong. In the book of Kings we Solomon praying that this house which I wish to build should be such that it may be renowned among all peoples in heaven and in earth (Cf. 1 Kgs 8).  And Mary says of herself: All generations shall call me blessed (Lk 1:48). Therefore God was unwilling that she pay tribute or tax to another person, or, similarly, that she be subject to someone else, or that anyone should keep watch over her. He himself desired to be her perpetual guardian for nine months in the womb, but for ever in her heart. So the psalmist says: God is in the midst therof, it shall not be moved (Ps 46:6). He does not depart because of mortal sin, nor is he turned because of venial sin; nor will he be moved through original sin.


What is left but to speak of the foundation? The psalmist says: Its foundations are in the holy mountains (Ps 87:1). Hear which mountains:  Abraham begot Isaac, and Isaac begot Jacob and so on. (Mt 1:2). He laid the foundations in the patriarchs and prophets according to the flesh, but he has a more sure foundation according to the spirit: The house of the Lord has been well founded upon a solid rock; and the rock was Christ (1 Cor 10:4).  The Word is the foundation of his own mother, who bore him in the womb.  You have heard of a most powerful foundation, most rich and deep, which the Most High has founded; such a one as befits a deep foundation, founded on God, and set round about by God.  O marvelous woman, unique, uniquely admirable!  Glorious things are spoken of you, city of God (Ps 87:4), holy city, weathy city! The purpose of this foundation is that she may be made the Mother of her own Maker, that the Creator of heaven and earth may be born from her, and that she may be the Mother of her own parent.


Oh noble honor of the creature!  God made her strong that he might himself be weak in her.  He made her rich that he might himself be made poor in her.  He made her high that he might be made lowly in her.  He made her free that in her he might be a slave.  For in exalting the creature God has humbled himself.  What honor, then, does not befit the Mother of God?  What could God not give to her?  What did not the Son wish?  All things were befitting the Mother, God was able to confer all things, and the Son wished to give all things.  But if it was fitting, and God was able, and the Son wished it, certainly they did so  For an honor shown to the Mother results in an honor for the Son.  For we do not choose those from whom we are born; but the Son of God himself made, created, chose, and adorned his own mother, from whom he was born.  What kind of mother, then, do you suppose he made?  How glorious is she?  It would not be right for the Mother of grace to have been a daughter of sin; it is not fitting for the Queen of glory to have been a slave; it is not seemly for the Mother of life to have been a servant of death, nor for the Mother of liberty to have served sin.

Responsory
What greater grace could God give us than to give us his only begotten Son born of Mary? (Alleluia)
--Look for merit and you will only find grace.

Mary, mother of grace and mercy.
--Look for merit and you will only find grace. (Alleluia)
Prayer

Lord our God,

in your eternal wisdom and love

you chose the Blessed Virgin Mary

to be the mother of the source of all grace.

Grant that she may obtain for us grace in abundance

and lead us at last to the harbor of eternal salvation.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

May 8

BLESSED MARIE CATHERINE OF SAINT AUGUSTINE, VIRGIN

Marie Catherine is numbered among the founders of the Church in Canada in its spiritual springtime. Born in France, Catherine de Longpre became a postulant in the Hospital of Hotel-Dieux on the advice of Saint John Eudes, and at the age of twelve took the habit of the Augustinian Hospitaller Sisters of the Mercy of Jesus. Four years later, in 1648, she left France for her community’s mission in Quebec, resolved to live and die in Canada in the service of the poor and sick. She hid from everyone the debilitating illness which she bore patiently until her death at the age of thirty-six. 


Marie Catherine was born at Saint Saveur near Cherbourg, France, on 3 May 1632 and died in Canada on 8 May 1688.
From the common of virgins

Prayer

O God, source of all holiness,

you gave Blessed Catherine 

the resolve to leave her native land

and, after many trials, 

to give her life in service to the poor and sick. 

From her example, may we learn 

to care for the needy 

and to set our hearts on the kingdom 

and on the justice you have promised.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

May 12

Blessed William Tirry, priest and martyr


William Tirry gave his life for the Catholic faith when the Protestant reformers tried to impose their religion on the Irish people. When Catholic priests were outlawed in Ireland from 1650 onward, William Tirry became a hunted man. He was eventually betrayed while in hiding, and arrested in Fethard, County Tipperary, on Holy Saturday in 1654 as he was about to celebrate the Easter Vigil. He was hanged in Clonmel on 12 May. He is buried at the Augustinian Abbey in Fethard.


William Tirry was born in the city of Cork in 1609.  Students for the priesthood had to flee Ireland for their education in those days and, after entering the Order, he studied in Valladolid, Paris, and Brussels. After ordination he returned to Ireland and was active in various ministries.
From the common of one martyr

Second Reading
From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on the common of one martyr
(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons, Part 6B, Saints, pp. 188-90)
The paradox of the Cross

If anyone wishes to be my follower, let him take up his cross and follow me (Mt 16:24) But you will say, what sweetness can there be in the cross?  Or what pleasantness is there in hardship? Here is wisdom, here lies hidden a mystery that the world does not know, that no one knows except for those who have experienced it. The unwise will not know and the fool will not understand (Ps 92:7. This is a gentle cross, a pleasant and delightful cross, a cross, not torturing, but delighting; not pushing down, but lifting up; not weighing down but relieving. A wondrous thing, and completely unbelievable unless proven by the experience of living it: a hardship without hardship, a difficulty without difficulty, a yoke without weight.  How can this be? I am completely ignorant how, but I know that it is so. Not only is not laborious to labor for you, O good Jesus, but it is very sweet and very delightful.  For our labor becomes bread, as it is written: Your shall eat the labors of your hands (Ps 128:2), and torments become delights. The poverty of Christ becomes the greatest wealth and to be scorned because of Christ is the greatest glory.

Are you amazed that the greatest peace is found in hardship, the greatest coolness in burning heat, the greatest comfort in the cross? The reason that these things are endured changes them into their opposities, so that nothing tastes better than that which is bitter in and of itself. This reason changes bitterness into sweetness, insult into praise, hardship into rest, so that bitterness is sweet, insults are honorable, and suffering is pleasant.  

The Lord knew this, who held out to those who spurned father and mother, wife and children, and the other things of this world for his sake a hundredfold reward along with persecution in this life. How can you now waver, since in exchange for the reward, the same persecution is promised by the voice of the Truth to the one who toils?  Cannot the same thing be found to some extent in human friendship, where it is very pleasant and enjoyable to labor on a friend's behalf?


Therefore, brothers, do not fear, do not be afraid of the words of Christ, because his precepts and words are truly spirit and life. As I have said, not only are they not bitter, but they are most pleasant and full of every sweetness. Many, ignorant of this mystery, fall away from Christ out of faintheartedness, who would easily discover the truth of the matter if they had the heart to investigate it.

When I shall adhere to you with all my being

--My life will be alive and filled with you (Alleluia).
You raise up the one you fill.
--My life will be alive and filled with you (Alleluia).
Prayer

Ever-faithful God, 

you gave to Blessed William, your martyr,

the strength to give his life 

for the faith in a time of persecution. 

Help us to be true disciples and witnesses of the Risen Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
May 13

MARY, OUR LADY OF HELP

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin under the title of Our Lady of Help began in the fourteenth century in the church of Saint Augustine in Palermo. From there it spread throughout the Augustinian Order.  The image of Our Lady of Help is depicted with a child in her arms, casting out the devil with a staff (Gn 3; Rv 12).

From the common of the Blessed Virgin

Second Reading
From a sermon on St. Thomas of Villanova on the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin.  

(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons Part 7: Marian, Sermon 5, pp. 221-22,  and Sermon on Our Lady, p. 270)

Ever glorious and merciful Blessed Virgin

Who is she?  Even if the stars were to become tongues and the sands of the sea were to become words, they could not express the dignity of Mary as she deserves.  Let Bernard, the keeper of her shrine, give answer in approximately these words:  Who is she?  She is the ladder of Jacob, one end of which touches earth while the other pierces the heights of heaven, connecting earth with heaven, joining earth's dwellers with those of heaven. By it the angels descend to human beings, while angelic human beings ascend to the world above.  To her precious womb, the Son of God attached himself, formed of the clay of our earthly substance and of the bonds of flesh. She is the ark in which the entire human race was saved from drowning in the flood of sins.  She is the bush that Moses saw, burning but not consumed, giving birth yet remaining incorrupt.  She is the rod of Aaron that flowered without moisture and conceived the heavenly Flower without concupiscence. She is the fleece of Gideon that on the dry threshing floor of the world drank in the dew from heaven, that is the Word of God, without any division, that is, any corruption. She is the sanctuary, she is the mercy seat, she is the ark of the covenant, she is the urn containing the endlessly sweet manna from heaven.


What shall I myself say in response to Who is she?  She is heaven, she is a star, she is the garden of delights and the paradise of God. She is a fruitful olive tree, a pillar of the world, our crown, God's spouse, sister, daughter, and mother. All of scripture is about her and in view of her and on account of her.  Through her the world has been redeemed, hell despoiled, the demon crushed, and heaven opened.  Through her God descends to humanity and humanity ascends to God. Through her death has been destroyed, sin banished, grace discovered, misery taken away. She repaired the ruin caused by the angels and gave life to humanity, health to the sick, freedom to captives, and a place in heaven to the wretched. She is the joy of the angels, the crown of human beings, the glory of women, the splendor of the entire Church, and our sole hope as she sits at the right hand of the Son, where she is blessed for ever.


Daughter of Zion, all beautiful and comely beyond compare! Daughter of Jerusalem, where are  you going in such glory, leaving us behind? You seek heavenly riches; we are abandoned here amid earthly misery. You enter the heavenly palaces in order to reign there; you leave us behind as orphans in this vale of tears. You enter among the crowded hosts of angels; you leave us behind to be torn by the teeth of wolves. O fair Virgin, it was your presence that made endurable for us all the trials, all the persecutions, all the anxieties we suffer for your Son's sake throughout the world. You have always been the consolation of the sorrowing, rest for the afflicted, comfort to those who mourn. 

In response. the Virgin says: Be comforted, be comforted, my people (Is 40:1). For Our Lady looks upon sinners in such a way that wherever they are she always sees them. Moreover she has pity not only on sinners but on all without exception, and she cares for all. Be you sinner or just, mourning or rejoicing, in prosperity or adversity, she comes to your aid lest you break down under adversity or be made proud by prosperity. Since, then, we have the glorious Virgin as helper in our struggle, let us flee to the protection of her who has brought aid to all the ailing of the world.  Let all of us entrust ourselves to her intercession and ask for her patronage.

Responsory
Holy Mary, help the unfortunate

--Aid the fainthearted, strengthen the weak. (Alleluia)
Let all who celebrate this commemoration in your honor know your help.

--Aid the fainthearted, strengthen the weak. (Alleluia)
Prayer

Lord our God,

you chose the Virgin Mary 

to be the mother and help of Christians. 

Grant that we may live under her protection,

ever praising you in the service of our brothers and sisters.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

October 9

BLESSED ANTHONY PATRIZI, PRIEST


Eremitical monasteries around Siena and Luca were brought together in 1244 to form the Tuscan Hermits of St. Augustine. Among the friars from that area who acquired a reputation for sanctity was Anthony Patrizi. Born in Siena, he spent most of his life at the monastery of Lecceto and died at the hermitage of Monticiano about the year 1311. In 1387 Lecceto became the first house of the Order to embrace the observantine reform. The observantine movement was characterized by a renewed emphasis on the contemplative dimension of the Order's spirituality. 

From the common of holy men, for religious
Second Reading

From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on St. Barbara
(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons, Part 6a, Saints, pp. 34-36)
The pearl without price

Once God is tasted, the world becomes insipid, and as a magnet draws iron to it from every direction, so when God is in the heart's midst, he draws to himself all thoughts, affections, all motions of the senses, and all the powers of soul and body, so that the soul, whose inheritance is this pearl without price, keeps nothing for itself but wants this alone and seeks it alone with burning desire. I say all this as best I can; anyone who has experienced it knows the truth of the story I tell. How many we have seen who, having found this pearl without price, have immediately abandoned great riches and family, houses, fields, possessions, indeed even kingdoms, and great dignities and honors, and have devoted themselves wholly to seeking further after this pearl. The world judges such persons to be almost mad, for it does not see the brilliance of the pearl which these persons have now seen with new eyes, nor does the world know its value.


But where is it to be found?  We have found it in the fields of the wood (Ps 132:6), in solitude, in the desert of the heart. For if a man hides himself completely in the hidden places of the heart and, as Isaiah says, shuts the door behind him (Is 26:20), leaving outside all agitation and anxiety, all desire and care and, shutting himself in the hidden places of the heart, probes and penetrates with the sharp ray of contemplation to the center of the heart; if by washing from his soul's eye the dust of earthly thought he rouses his dead affections, stirs up his torpid spirit, cleanses his conscience, and with the prophet sweeps his spirit (Ps 77:7); if he cleanses his thoughts, stirs his fervor into flame, removes lust, and mortifies the appetites of the flesh; if he supplies what is lacking to the fleshly senses and represses all the movements that bubble up—then for such a one, now dead to the world and alive to God, in this state of peace and tranquillity of heart, the senses fall silent, the appetites fall silent, desires fall silent, everything falls silent.


In this state of freedom from care, while all things are clothed in midnight silence (Wis 18:14), then that peaceful light shows itself to the eyes of the soul, and the ray of divine brightness suddenly sheds its light on the sight of the mind; and quickly, like a lightning flash, with its sudden brightness it illumines the entire house of the conscience, and then passes, and does not delay for even a moment, for who could long endure that lightning brightness while living in this mortal flesh? Then the entire soul, bathed in delight and filled with sweetness, endeavors, to no avail, to embrace with the arms of desire the brightness of the Spouse that has invaded it. But the Spouse immediately slips from the grasp of the soul and with a sudden kiss leaves it, filled with sweetness and crying out and calling after him:  


Therefore God enlightens his friend, at this moment when the friend experiences a little of his future glory, so that from these small experiences he may learn to comprehend greater ones and that in following the scent of divine perfumes he may be caught up to heavenly fragrances, and that it is possible for him to rise to these experiences. He also shows him what his future blessedness is and instills confidence that he can attain it. For this visitation of the spirit is a great testimony to the future glory that is to be attained, and a great proof of divine predestination. For the Lord does not cast his pearls before swine nor does he give his holy nectar to dogs to taste. The taste of this sweetness inebriates the soul and gladdens it with the confident hope that someday, when it has cast aside the mortal body, it will taste the stream of that water, some blessed drops of which it has by God's gift already tasted, while still in the flesh.
Prayer

O God,

you drew Blessed Anthony Patrizi 

to a life of contemplation.

May Christ, your Son, the teacher within,

lead us to value the gifts of prayer and silence.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
October 11

BLESSED ELIAS DEL SOCORRO NIEVES,
 PRIEST AND MARTYR


Elias showed great pastoral devotion and courageous witness to the Christian faith. The son of Mexican peasant farmers, he had to work hard from around the age of twelve to support the family after his father’s death. At twenty-one years of age he entered the Augustinian seminary and was ordained a priest thirteen years later. As pastor of La Cañada, an obscure and totally impoverished town, he shared the privations of his flock.


When the government ordered priests into the cities during the persecution of the Church, Elias hid in a cave rather than abandon his people. He continued to help them spiritually and materially until he was captured and shot with two companions by government soldiers after giving his watch to the captain and blessing the platoon. 


Elias was born in San Pedro, Yuriria, Mexico, on 12 September 1882. He died on 10 March 1928.

From the common of one martyr
From a letter of St. Augustine to Bishop Honoratus

(Adapted from The Life of St. Augustine by Possidius of Calama, chpt. 30)

Advice for a time of invasion and persecution

God is powerful enough to hear the prayers of his family and avert the disasters they fear.  All these disasters, which are uncertain, do not authorize what is certainly an abandonment of a ministry without which the people will certainly suffer loss, not in the affairs of the present life but in those of that other life that is to be sought with incomparabily greater diligence and anxiety.   

If the evils which we fear may occur where we live were inevitable, all those people for whose sake we must remain would have already fled, thus freeing us of the obligation to remain. For no one will claim that ministers must remain where there is no one left who needs their services. 

Some clergy indeed have abandoned their people, but this, I am saying is what they should not have done. These individuals were not so instructed by divine authority, but were misled by human error or yielded to human fear. Why do they think that they must obey without qualification the command to flee from town to town, but do not fear becoming hirelings who see the wolf coming and run off because they are not concerned about the sheep (Jn 10:12)? Both are true sayings of the Lord: the one allowing or commanding flight, the other rebuking and condemning it. Why do they not try to interpret them as compatible with one another, as in fact they are? But they will not discover this compatibility unless they pay heed to the interpretation I gave above: that when persecution is imminent, we ministers of Christ are to flee from the places in which we are living, provided that there are none of Christ's followers there for us to serve or, if there are, others who do not have the same reason for fleeing can provide the needed ministries. 


But when the people remain and the ministers flee and leave them with no one to minster to them, can the behavior of the latter be described as anything but a despicable flight of hirelings who have no interest in the sheep? Then the wolf will come, not some human being, but the devil, who often persuades the faithful to apostatize when they lack the daily ministry of the Lord's body. Then the weak brother for whom Christ died will perish, not through your knowledge but through your ignorance.

As for those who have correct ideas on this point but nonetheless are overcome by fear, why do they not rather struggle courageously against their fear with the help of a merciful God, lest they suffer incomparably greater evils that are far more to be feared?  That is the course of action human beings follow when the love of God burns strongly in them, and not the smoky passions of the world. For love says: Who is weak, and I am not also weak? Who is scandalized, and I do not burn with indignation? (2 Cor 11:29). But love has its origen in God. Let us pray, therefore, that he who commands love may also bestow it.
Responsory
The hireling sees the wolf coming and abandons the sheep and flees.
--The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
No one has greater love than the one who lays down his life for his friends.

--The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
Prayer

O God,

you gave to Blessed Elias 

the grace to serve your people

and to strengthen their love for you

with the sacrifice of his life.

Through his intercession

grant that we may witness to our faith with courage.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
October 12

BLESSED MARIA TERESA FASCE, VIRGIN


Maria Teresa was totally dedicated to the work of God and to her own and others’ sanctification, and she made Saint Rita and Cascia known throughout the world.


Her life was marked by a series of great projects and ideals. As novice mistress, vicar, and then abbess for twenty-seven years until her death, Maria Teresa devoted herself to the spiritual renewal of her Augustinian monastery in Cascia, which became a model of cloistered life. She built a new church in honor of Saint Rita, to whom she believed she owed her vocation, and founded a girls’ orphanage.


Maria Teresa Fasce was born in Torriglia, Genoa, Italy, on 27 December 1881. She died in Cascia on 18 January 1947.

From the common of virgins
Second Reading

From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on St. Mary Magdalene

(The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons Part 6A: Saints, pp. 243-44)

The excellence of love

When compared with the other virtues, charity or love of God is like gold compared with other metals; for as gold surpasses all other metals in beauty, estimation, and value, so charity in like manner, and even more, seems to surpass all the other virtues in perfection and excellence.  For one thing, without love all the other virtues are either nonexistent or of little value, as the apostle tells us: If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and if I should know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I should have all faith,so that I could remove mountains, but have not charity, I am nothing (1 Cor 13:1-2). In other words, without love all these virtues are nothing, whereas love by itself, as Augustine tells us, is every virtue, that is, as far as the fruit and effect of these virtues are concerned. Thus in belief love is formed faith; in trust it is living hope; in victory it is fortitude; it is patience in endurance, kindness in showing mercy, meekness in sustaining burdens, liberality in giving, justice in equality, humility In time of trouble, and in short, every virtue in every activity. See how clearly the apostle suggests this: Love bears all things, believe all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  It is patient, it is kind; it is not envious, it is not boastful, it does not deal perversely, it does not seek its own (1 Cor 13:4-7).  The works listed here are properly those of other virtues, yet love claims them all as its own.  


O mighty power and unconquerable energy of love!  What can you not do? What will you not undertake?  What will you fail to overcome? What is beyond your understanding? Love, you are all the stronger than all other strong things and all the mightier than all things mighty, in the degree that you are sweeter and more persuasive! For, armed not with sword and might but with a certain inner suavity, you subject everything to your yoke and compel all to serve you in a marvelous manner without coercing them. You exact tribute from all. Queen Charity alone exercises the role of all, as she wishes.


Charity is the greatest not only of the virtues but of God's gifts. See how well furnished, wealthy, and crammed full of every good thing God's house is, and what an abundance of great riches and charisms it has. Yet I assure you, if you were to search through all the heavenly treasures and the ocean of God's riches, you would find nothing more priceless, nothing more resplendent, nothing more desirable than the love of God. Of all the blessings and benefits, then, that God can bestow, the greatest is love of himself. Let others ask for prophecy or wisdom or faith or chastity or humility or whatever attracts them; as for yourself, if you want the best and greatest gift, ask for charity and love of him; for of all these the greatest is charity (1 Cor 13:13).


The reason for this is that whatever else God may give you, if he does not give you love of himself, he has denied you himself; for only by love can human beings on their pilgrimage possess God, and possession of him takes the form of love of him. Love therefore makes God yours, makes him your possession and inheritance. Whatever else you may have, if you lack love, God is not yours nor do you enjoy him. For love and the enjoyment of his life are one and the same.

I pause from activites and my soul attends to divine matters.

--I at at rest and I see that you are the Lord.

My time of rest from activity is not spent on giving in to laziness but on the pursuit of wisdom.

--I am at rest and I see that you are the Lord.

Prayer

O God,

you called Blessed Maria Teresa 

to the contemplative life

and through her showed your love

for the young and the needy.

Through her intercession 

may we love you above all things

and our sisters and brothers in you.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

October 20

SAINT MAGDALENE OF NAGASAKI, 
VIRGIN AND MARTYR

Memorial


Magdalene of Nagasaki, an Augustinian Recollect tertiary, was one of the many martyrs in Japan in the seventeenth century. Her parents had been martyred around 1620, while she was still young. An enthusiastic Christian, she made contact with Augustinians who arrived in Japan in 1623, and acted as their interpreter and later as a catechist. She was admitted into the Third Order of Saint Augustine at the age of fourteen by Blessed Francis of Jesus and Vincent of Saint Anthony, Augustinian Recollects. After their martyrdom in 1632, Magdalene hid in the hills, sustaining the faith of other Christians and baptizing converts.


To encourage those who were wavering she publicly declared her Christian faith. Her torture and death were extremely cruel. Tied by her feet she was suspended over a deep hole until, after fourteen days, she suffocated to death.


Born in Nagasaki in 1611, Magdalene was martyred at the age of twenty-three in 1634. 

From the common of one martyr
Second Reading

From a sermon of St. Thomas of Villanova on St. Mary Magdalene

(Adapted from The Works of St. Thomas of Villanova, Sermons Part 6 A: Saints, pp. 246-47)
Loving God with one's whole being

Reflecting within himself how everything obliges him to the love of God, the excellent prophet says: I will love you, O Lord, my strength (Ps 17:2). I will love you, he says, and I will love you with my whole heart, and I will love you, with the entire desire of my soul, and I will love you with my inmost being. And why will I love you? Is there no reason for loving? The reason follows: My strength, my firmament, my refuge, my deliverer; my God, my helper, my protector, the horn of my salvation, my support (vv. 2-4). It is right, is it not, that I should love you for all these reasons? I have, do I not, a great reason and motive for loving you? My God, my mercy, my glory, my crown, I am constrained from all sides to love and am encouraged to do so by many motives and reasons, nor is my heart capable of paying so great a debt of love.


Do you, then, who oblige and compel me in every way by your goodness, also pay my debt by giving me an excess of love for you. You have given me reason for indebtedness to you; give me also the power to pay my debt, for though I am not worthy to love you, you are most worthy of being loved by me. To your gifts, then, add the new gift of love, so that by your gift I may pay my debt. How wonderful! The very payment becomes a new debt! I contract a debt in paying one. You burden me, God, in the act of unburdening me. And as by your gift I pay back the love I owe you, I see that I become even more a debtor due to the gift of love.  Why, then, do I seek to pay, except that, even though I owe you much, it is most pleasing to me to become even more your debtor?  


I will love you, therefore, Lord, in every way and without measure, for there is no measure to the things you have done for me. You have not put limits on your beneficence, I shall not put limits on my love, but I will love you as much as I can and with all my strength and all my power.


Who, after all, is more worthy of love than God?  Who is more excellent? Who more perfect? Who more glorious? Even if God had given us nothing, even if he had not suffered for us, even if he had not promised us anything, the very fact that he exists calls for all our love, since his infinite excellence is most worthy of an infinite love. What love, then, is to be given to the first and supreme good that contains every good?


My soul, tell me, I pray, what can please you that you do not find in your God? If wisdom delights you, he is most wise; if power, he is omnipotent; if beauty, he is the brightness of eternal light, and an unspotted mirror (Wis 7:26); if riches and glory, glory and wealth are in his house (Ps 112:3); if pleasure and life, at your right hand are delights, even to the end (Ps 16:11), and life is in his will (Ps 30:6). Enlarge the tent of your heart, widen the embrace of your desires, long for whatever pleases you, and desire as much as you can:  all of it is in him, indeed more than you are able to desire is in him.
Responsory
I have fought the good fight.

--A crownof justice awaits me.

I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.
--A crown of justice awaits me.

Prayer

God of strength,

your martyr Saint Magdalene

preached the gospel with courage

and offered her life for love of you.

Strengthen us to be faithful to your word

so that we may one day be with her in glory.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
40
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